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Detailed Office Action 



1. This action is in response to the application 09/992,106 filed. Nov 21, 2001. 



2. Claims 1-26 have been examined. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - - 



(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



4. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Katz et al. 
(USPN 5,926,624 - Date of Patent: July 20, 1999, herein referred to as "Katz"). 
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5. As to claim 1, Katz teaches the invention as claimed, including a program creation/supply 
apparatus connectable with a client apparatus via a communication network, comprising: 
a storage section that stores a plurality of items of content and a program file defining one 
or more items of content (fig.l, main memory 104) (also Fig.7) (see col. 3, lines 14-65, 
and col. 16, lines 34-62); and a processor section coupled with said storage section and 
adapted to (fig.l, processor 102) (see col.3, lines 25-50, and col.4, lines 27-41): prompt 
the client apparatus to select one or more items of content and to input desired additional 
information in correspondence with the items of content selected by the client apparatus 
(Fig.2) (see col. 8, lines 5-62, after client selected then server provide to client); and create 
a program file defined by the selected one or more items of content and including 
additional information, on the basis of content selection information and the additional 
information transmitted from the client apparatus via the communication network 
(fig.2)(also Fig.5) ( see col.2, lines 10-30, col.7, line 49 to col.8, line 62, col.13, lines 25- 
50, col. 16, lines 12-62). 

6. As to claim 2, - Katz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said processor section 
allows a user of the client apparatus to select, from among the plurality of items of 
content stored in said storage section, only an item of content having been preset as 
usable by the user (fig.7) (see col. 16, lines 34-63). 

7. As to claim 3, Katz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said processor section 
supplies the client apparatus with a listing of usable items of content so that the client 
apparatus prompts a user of the client apparatus to select one or more desired items of 
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content from the listing via the client apparatus (see col.7, lines 50-67, and col. 16, lines 
3463). 

8. As to claim 4, Katz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said processor section 
supplies the client apparatus with browser screen information so that the client apparatus 
prompts a user of the client apparatus to input desired additional information via the 
client apparatus (Fig.l, keyboard 122). 

9. As to claim 5, Katz teaches the invention as claimed, 1 wherein said processor section is 
adapted to store the created program file in said storage section (see col.8, lines 5-55). 

10. As to claim 6 Katz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the created program file 
stored in said storage section is not only usable by the client apparatus having created the 
program file or a user of the client apparatus, but also usable by another client apparatus 
or a user of the other client apparatus (see col.13, lines 12-57, and col. 16, lines 12-33). 

11. As to claim 7, Katz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said processor section is 
adapted to, in response to a request of the client apparatus, read out a program file from 
said storage section and transmit the program file to the client apparatus, and said 
processor section is further adapted to read out one or items of content, defined by the 
transmitted program file, from said storage section and transmit the one or items of 
content to the client apparatus (see col.8, lines 5-62). 

12. As to claim 8, v teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said storage section contains 
a plurality of types of content having different characters (see col. 16, lines 45-63). 

13. As to claim 9, Katz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the additional information 
includes a comment about a corresponding item of content (see col. 16, lines 34-63). 
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14. As to claim 10, Katz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein when the program file 
including the additional information is reproduced, the additional information is 
reproduced together with the program file (see col. 8, lines 5-63). 

15. As to claim 1 1, Katz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the additional information 
is visual information, and when the program file including the additional information is 
reproduced, the additional information is visually displayed on a display device (fig.l) 
(see col. 3, lines 14-65). 

16. As to claim 12, Katz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the program file defines 
reproducing order of a plurality of items of content (see col. 16, lines 34-63). 

17. As to claim 13, Katz teaches the invention as claimed, including a program 
creation/supply apparatus connectable with a client apparatus via a communication 
network, comprising: a storage section that stores a plurality of items of content and a 
program file defining one or more items of content (fig.l, main memory 104) (also Fig.7) 
(see col.3, lines 14-65, and col.16, lines 34-62); and a processor section coupled with said 
storage section and adapted (fig.l, processor 102) to: prompt the client apparatus to select 
one or more desired items of content (Fig.2) (see col. 8, lines 5-62, after client selected 
then server provide to client); create a program file defined by the selected one or more 
desired items of content, on the basis of content selection information transmitted from 
the client apparatus via the communication network (Fig.2 and Fig.5)(see col.2, lines 10- 
30, col.7, line 49 to col.8, line 62, col.13, lines 25-50, col.16, lines 12-62); and store the 
created program file in said storage section (Fig.7) (see col.16, lines 34-62). 
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18. As to claim 14, Katz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said processor section is 
further adapted to: prompt a client apparatus on the communication network to select a 
desired program file; and read out the selected desired program file from said storage 
section on the basis of content selection information transmitted from the client apparatus 
via the communication network and transmit the selected desired program file to the 
client apparatus (fig.5)(see col. 16, lines 12-34). 

19. As to claim 15, Katz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said processor section is 
further adapted to read out one or items of content, defined by the selected desired 
program file, from said storage section and transmit the one or items of content to the 
client apparatus (see col. 16, lines 34-63). 

20. As to claim 16, Katz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the created program file 
stored in said storage section is not only usable by the client apparatus having created the 
program file or a user of the client apparatus, but also usable by another client apparatus 
or a user of the other client apparatus (Fig.2) (see col.8, lines 5-62). 

21. As to claim 17, Katz teaches the invention as claimed, including a program 
creation/supply apparatus connectable with a client apparatus via a communication 
network, comprising: a storage section that stores a plurality of items of content and a 
program file defining one or items of content (fig.l, main memory 104) (also Fig.7) (see 
col.3, lines 14-65, and col.16, lines 34-62); and a processor section coupled with said 
storage section and adapted (fig.l, processor 102) to: receive an item of content from the 
client apparatus via the communication network and additionally store the received item 
of content in said storage section and prompt the client apparatus to select one or more 
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desired items of content from among the items of content, including the additionally 
stored item of content, stored in said storage section (Fig.2) (see col.8, lines 5-62, after 
client selected then server provide to client); and create a program file defined by the 
selected one or more desired items of content, on the basis of content selection 
information transmitted from the client apparatus via the communication 
network(fig.2)(also Fig.5) ( see col.2, lines 10-30, col.7, line 49 to col.8, line 62, col.13, 
lines 25-50, col. 16, lines 12-62), 

22. As to claim 18, Katz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said processor section 
allows a user of the client apparatus to select, from among the plurality of items of 
content stored in said storage section, only an item of content having been preset as 
usable by the user (see col.7, line 50 to col.8, line 4). 

23. As to claim 19, Katz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said processor section is 
adapted to, in response to a request of the client apparatus, read out the program file from 
said storage section and transmit the program file to the client apparatus, and said 
processor section is further adapted to read out one or items of content, defined by the 
transmitted program file, from said storage section and transmit the one or items of 
content to the client apparatus (Fig.2). 

24. As to claim 20, Katz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein said processor section 
supplies the client apparatus with browser screen information to be used for adding a 
desired item of content, to thereby allow the client apparatus to transmit a desired item of 
content (see col.8, lines 5-62). 



Application/Control Number: 09/992,106 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2144 

25. As to claim 21, Katz teaches the invention as claimed, including a program 
creation/supply apparatus connectable with a client apparatus via a communication 
network, comprising: a storage section that stores a plurality of items of content and a 
program file defining one or items of content (fig.l, main memory 104) (also Fig. 7) (see 
col.3, lines 14-65, and col. 16, lines 34-62); and a processor section coupled with said 
storage section and adapted (fig.l, processor 102) to: prompt the client apparatus to select 
one or more desired items of content (Fig.2) (see col.8, lines 5-62, after client selected 
then server provide to client); create a program file defined by the selected one or more 
desired items of content, on the basis of content selection information transmitted from 
said client apparatus via the communication network and additionally store the created 
program file in said storage section (fig.2)(also Fig.5) ( see col.2, lines 10-30, col.7, line 
49 to col.8, line 62, col. 13, lines 25-50, col. 16, lines 12-62); prompt a given client 
apparatus on the communication network to select a desired program file from among a 
plurality of program files, including the additionally stored program file, stored in said 
storage section (see col.8, lines 5-62); and download, to the given client apparatus, the 
selected desired program file and content defining the selected desired program file, on 
the basis of program file selection information transmitted from the given client apparatus 
via the communication network, wherein the given client apparatus can use the 
downloaded program file and content defining the downloaded program file on an offline 
basis (see col.8, line 5 to col.9, line 62). 

26. As to claim 22, Katz teaches the invention as claimed, wherein when the given client 
apparatus having selected the desired program file is not the client apparatus that created 
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the program file, said processor section is further adapted to determine whether or not the 
selected desired program file and content defining the selected desired program file may 
be downloaded to the given client apparatus (see col.8, line 5 to col.9, line 62). 

27. As to claim 23, Katz teaches the invention as claimed, including a computer program 
comprising computer program code means for causing said computer to perform a 
method for creating and supplying a program by means of an apparatus connectable with 
a client via a communication network, said apparatus including a storage section that 
stores a plurality of items of content and a program file defining one or items of content, 
said method comprising: a step of prompting the client to select one or items of content 
and to input desired additional information in correspondence with the items of content 
selected by the client (fig.l, main memory 104) (also Fig.7) (see col.3, lines 14-65, and 
col. 16, lines 34-62); and a step of creating a program file defined by the one or items of 
content selected by the client and including additional information, on the basis of 
content selection information and the additional information transmitted from the client 
via the communication network (fig.2)(also Fig.5) ( see col.2, lines 10-30, col.7, line 49 
to col.8, line 62, col.13, lines 25-50, col.16, lines 12-62). 

28. As to claim 24, Katz teaches the invention as claimed, including a computer program 
comprising computer program code means for causing said computer to perform a 
method for creating and supplying a program by means of an apparatus connectable with 
a client via a communication network, said apparatus including a storage section that 
stores a plurality of items of content and a program file defining one or items of content, 
said method comprising: a step of prompting the client to select one or more desired 
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items of content (fig.l, main memory 104) (also Fig.7) (see col.3, lines 14-65, and col.16, 
lines 34-62); a step of creating a program file defined by the one or more desired items of 
content selected by the client, on the basis of content selection information transmitted 
from the client via the communication network, and a step of storing the program file, 
created by said step of creating, in said storage section (fig.2)(also Fig.5) ( see col.2, lines 
10-30, col.7, line 49 to coL8, line 62, col.13, lines 25-50, col.16, lines 12-62). 
29. As to claim 25, Katz teaches the invention as claimed, including a computer program 
comprising computer program code means for causing said computer to perform a 
method for creating and supplying a program by means of an apparatus connectable with 
a client via a communication network, said apparatus including a storage section that 
stores a plurality of items of content and a program file defining one or items of content, 
said method comprising: a step of receiving an item of content from the client via the 
communication network and additionally storing the received item of content in said 
storage section (fig.l, main memory 104) (also Fig.7) (see col.3, lines 14-65, and col.16, 
lines 34-62); a step of prompting the client to select one or more desired items of content 
from among the items of content, including the additionally stored item of content, stored 
in said storage section (see col.8, lines 5-62); and a step of creating a program file defined 
by the one or more desired items of content selected by the client, on the basis of content 
selection information transmitted from the client via the communication network 
(fig.2)(also Fig.5) ( see col.2, lines 10-30, col.7, line 49 to col.8, line 62, col.13, lines 25- 
50, col.16, lines 12-62). 
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30. As to claim 26, Katz teaches the invention as claimed, including a computer program 
comprising computer program code means for causing said computer to perform a 
method for creating and supplying a program by means of an apparatus connectable with 
a client via a communication network, said apparatus including a storage section that 
stores a plurality of items of content and a program file defining one or items of content, 
said method comprising: a step of prompting the client to select one or more desired 
items of content (fig.l, main memory 104) (also Fig.7) (see col.3, lines 14-65, and col. 16, 
lines 34-62); a step of creating a program file defined by the one or more desired items of 
content selected by the client, on the basis of content selection information transmitted 
from the client via the communication network and additionally storing the created 
program file in said storage section (Fig.2 and Fig.5)(see col.2, lines 10-30, col.7, line 49 
to col.8, line 62, col. 13, lines 25-50, col 16, lines 12-62); a step of prompting a given 
client on the communication network to select a desired program file from among a 
plurality of program files, including the additionally stored program file, stored in said 
storage section (see col.8, lines 5-62); and a step of downloading, to the given client, the 
selected desired program file and content defining the selected desired program file, on 
the basis of program file selection information transmitted from the given client via the 
communication network, wherein the given client can use the downloaded program file 
and content defining the downloaded program file on an offline basis (see col.8, line 5 to 
col.9, line 62). 

Conclusion 
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3 1 . Any inquiries concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Tammy T. Nguyen who may be reached via telephone at 
(571) 272-3929. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday between 8:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. eastern standard time. 



instant application, please send it to (703) 872-9306. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's Supervisor, Bill Cuchlinski, may be reached at (571) 
272-3925. 



If you need to send the Examiner, a facsimile transmission regarding this 
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